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Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered a partial
mobilization of reservists on September 21st to
bolster his forces in Ukraine. The deeply unpopular
move sparked rare protests across the country and led
to almost 1,200 arrests.

This risky order follows humiliating setbacks for
Putin’s troops nearly seven months after they invaded
Ukraine. The first such call-up in Russia since World
War II heightened tensions with Ukraine’s Western
backers. The move was derided by the West as an
act of weakness and desperation. It also sent some
Russians scrambling to buy plane tickets to flee the
country. Kk
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On September 21st, the
U.S. Federal Reserve raised its
benchmark short-term interest rate
by a substantial three-quarters of a
point to intensify its fight against
high inflation. The move boosted
the Fed’s key interest rate to a 1
range of 3% to 3.25%, the highest
level since early 2008.

By raising borrowing rates, the

Fed makes it costlier to take out a
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mortgage or an auto or business
il
Being three sheets to the wind isn’t great for humans,
but new research shows that it might be helpful for thirsty
plants. A team from the RIKEN Centre for Sustainable
Resource Science in Japan discovered that even after two
weeks without water, crops such as wheat and rice can
increase production when their soil is soaked in ethanol

alcohols. Because ethanol is safe, cheap, and widely

available, this discovery offers a practical way to increase

loan. Consumers and businesses

then presumably borrow and spend

slowing inflation.
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less, cooling the economy and Eﬁzng
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food production when water is scarce.
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Robert Sarver has decided to sell NBA’s Phoenix
Suns and WNBA'’s Phoenix Mercury. The NBA

recently suspended Sarver for one year over his
racist and misogynistic speech and hostile behavior
toward employees.

Sarver had initially hoped to keep control of
the franchises, because he believed in atonement.
However, he later realized it was clearly impossible
in the “current unforgiving climate”. Forbes estimated
the value of the Suns at $1.8 billion. HE
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three sheets to the wind
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[ Example ]

We went out to celebrate Aaron's new job and
were three sheets to the wind by the end of the
night.
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