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On October 4th, the EU parliament passed new
rules requiring all new smartphones, tablets and
cameras sold in the EU to be equipped with a USB
Type-C charging port beginning late 2024. From

spring 2026, the obligation will extend to laptops.

These new rules will lead to more re-use of chargers

and will help consumers save up to 250 million euro

a year on unnecessary charger purchases. Disposed of

and unused chargers account for about 11,000 tonnes

of e-waste annually in the EU.
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Indonesian police wrongly used tear gas inside a
soccer stadium to disperse rioting fans of the defeated
team. After the chaos broke out, at least 130 people
died because of delays in unlocking the gates. Police

insisted that the gates were open but could only
accommodate two people at a time when hundreds
were trying to escape.

Indonesia is going to host next year’s U-20 World
Cup, but the deadly disaster suggests that Indonesia
is one of the most dangerous countries in which to
attend a game. HE K
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On September 17th, eight Namibian cheetahs were

flown to India and released at Kuno National Park, a
wildlife sanctuary south of New Delhi. The site was
chosen for its grasslands and plentiful prey.

Because the big cats went extinct in India in 1952,
the country is taking their protection seriously. Six
dogs will be trained to keep tabs on the cheetahs and

protect them from poachers.
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Nansen Award, the UN refugee agency’s highest
award, went to former German Chancellor Angela
Merkel for her efforts to offer a haven to 1.2 million
refugees — mostly from Syria — in Germany,
despite some criticism both at home and abroad.

“It was true leadership, appealing to our common
humanity, standing firm against those who preached
fear and discrimination,” said the UN agency. Last
year’s award went to the Jeel Albena Association

for Humanitarian Development in Yemen, for its

work to support displaced Yemenis. K
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keep tabs on sth/sb

to watch something or somebody
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carefully
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[ Example ]

The typhoon seems to be getting weaker, but
we’ll keep tabs on it.
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