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Scores on the ACT college admissions test by this
year’s U.S. high school graduates hit their lowest
point in more than 30 years. The average score, 19.8
out of 36, marked the first time since 1991 that it was
below 20. Moreover, it showed that 42% of the ACT-
tested graduates were not ready for college-level
coursework.

The results were the latest evidence of the enormity
of learning disruption during the pandemic. They also
offered a lens into systemic inequities in education

that were in place well before the pandemic. Students
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After more than two years of coronavirus-fighting
border restrictions, Japan finally reopened its doors to
foreign tourists on October 11th.

Just over half a million foreign tourists have come
to Japan so far in 2022, compared with a record 31.8

million in 2019, before COVID-19.

have more spending power because the Japanese yen
has declined in recent months in value compared to the
U.S. dollar, the euro and other currencies. HE K
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During the first half of 2022, solar, wind, and
hydroelectric power supply was found to have
met the needs of 100% of new power installations
globally. According to a British report, 75 countries
representing 90% of global electricity demand
installed renewable sources like wind, solar, and
hydro, which slightly exceeded the rise in electricity
demand. Though we are still a far cry from the end of

fossil-fuel use, our days of using coal, gas and oil for
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from rural areas, low-income families and students of
color suffered more setbacks. ek
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power production are numbered.
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New Zealand’s government has proposed

taxing the greenhouse gasses that farm animals
make from burping and peeing. The controversial
plan is designed to tackle climate change. The
government said the farm levy would be the first
in the world and expected it could be introduced
in three years’ time.

Animals far outnumber the country’s
population of 5 million. About half of its
greenhouse gas emissions come from cows and
sheep. But farmers quickly condemned the plan,
saying the plan would rip the dairy industry out
of small towns. HE 4K
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a long distance away, physically or
metaphorically
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[ Example ]
New York City was a far cry from Aidan’s
hometown in Peru.

OB SEWENRMEETERS




