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High school students from countries across
the world recently competed with robots in 2022
FIRST Global Challenge. It is an Olympics-style,
international robotics competition that takes place
in a different country each year. The three-day affair
was held in-person in Geneva for the first time since
the COVID-19 pandemic. Nearly all the roughly
180 teams had had months to build their robots.
This year’s theme was carbon capture, an
advanced technology by which excess CO2 in
the atmosphere is sucked out of the skies and

sequestered, such as underground, to help fight
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global warming. While most of the world’s
countries were taking part, some were not:
Russia, in particular, was left out. Ukrainian
teenagers headed for the prestigious event after
overcoming a series of challenges.

Belize’s team won gold at the robotics
competition. Mexico, South Korea, Tonga, and
Tanzania were the silver medalists.
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The K-pop band BTS ended a debate on whether
they should be granted exemptions because of their
artistic accomplishments. They announced that the
members will serve their mandatory military duties
under South Korean law.

The band’s oldest member, Jin, would revoke
his request to delay his conscription at the end of
October. The six other BTS members also plan

to serve in the military and are looking forward

FIRST Global Challenge 2022
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to reconvening as a group again around 2025
following their service commitment.
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