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China’s ruling Communist Party wrapped
up its 20th Party Congress on October 22. Xi
Jinping, 69, will begin his third term as President,
breaking the norm. The Party Congress also
packed the new 24-person politburo and its
powerful seven-person Standing Committee.
The lineup is dominated by Xi’s loyalists—
meaning he will face few dissenting views and no
competition for at least the next five years.

Some commentators say China will enter the
new era of “Maximum Xi,” valuing loyalty over

ability. The lineup also shows Xi’s obsession
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with stability, including his zero-Covid policy,
emphasis on the state sector, crackdown on key
parts of the private economy, and emphasis on
income redistribution.

Shanghai Party Secretary Li Qiang is
expected to replace outgoing Premier Li
Keqiang in March. Wang Yang, another key
official lacking close ties to Xi, is also not
included in the Standing Committee.
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At least 150 people have been killed in
a deadly stampede in Seoul, as 100,000
partygoers, many in their late teens and 20s,
converged in Itaewon area for Halloween
celebrations. One survivor said many people
fell and toppled one another “like dominos”
after they were pushed by others.

Witnesses say the streets were so densely
clogged with people and slow-moving vehicles
that it was practically impossible for emergency

workers and ambulances to reach the narrow
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alley. The South Korean government eased
COVID-19 restrictions in recent months and
this was the first big chance to get out and party
for many young people.
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