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A 7.8-magnitude earthquake and series of
aftershocks hit southern Turkey along the Syrian
border on February 6th, killing more than 30,000.
Many residents were trapped under the rubble of
collapsed buildings. Rescue crew from around the
world raced to Gaziantep to find more survivors.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
said, “Because the debris removal efforts are
continuing in many buildings in the earthquake
zone, we do not know how high the number of
dead and injured will rise.” He declared seven
days of national mourning and a three-month
state of emergency in 10 provinces directly

affected by the quake.
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Turkey is in one of the world’s most active
earthquake zones. Experts said the earthquake
was a strike-slip quake, where two tectonic
plates horizontally slide past each other quickly
and release a large amount of energy.
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A massive earthquake rocked Turkey and
Syria, leaving at least 30,000 people dead.
Amid the horror of the natural disaster have
been reports of miraculous rescues. A 7-year-
old Syrian girl who kept her hand on her little
brother’s head to protect him while they were
under the rubble for 17 hours has made it out
safely. In another scene, a crying infant was

found underneath the rubble. The newborn

girl’s umbilical cord was still connected to her
mother who was dead and she was the only
member of her family to survive.
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