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A recent UN report said, 258 million people in
58 countries suffered from acute food insecurity
in 2022 and are in need of urgent help. This is
up from 193 million in 53 countries the previous
year. This overall figure has now increased for
the fourth year in a row partly due to the effects
of the COVID-19 pandemic and Russia’s war
in Ukraine. The latter has had an impact on the
global trade in fertilizers, wheat, maize and
sunflower oil.

Seven countries faced very high levels of

acute hunger last year. More than half are in
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Somalia. Afghanistan, Burkina Faso, Haiti (for
the first time in the country's history), Nigeria,
South Sudan and Yemen also reported extreme
circumstances.

The World Food Program warned the resources
to provide food aid are “running dangerously
low.” If new funding doesn’t materialize fast, the
agency will be forced to make heart-breaking
decisions to slash assistance.
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Pope Francis has revealed that he was
involved in a secret peace “mission’ to end the
conflict between Russia and Ukraine. Francis,
who has been a vocal advocate for the end of
the Russia-Ukraine war, added that the Vatican
was also ready to help facilitate the return of
Ukrainian children taken to Russia during the
conflict.

Francis said the Holy See had already helped

mediate some prisoner exchanges and would

do “all that is humanly possible” to reunite
families.
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